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been sent to Plymouth and Sheerness, where it has

been circulated with the most fatal success. Sir,
1 did on a former day, take the liberty of saying",
that this paper, from the internal evidence it carries
with it, could not be the composition of the dele-
gates of Lord Bridport's fleet; I am still of the
same opinion. Yet, 1 confess there are certain
circumstances of apparent authenticity about it,
that i am not at all surprised the printers and pro-
prietors of newspapers should have been imposed
upon, and led to believe it authentic ; and I have
no hesitation in saying1', I do firmly believe the
seamen among" whom this paper Sias been circu-
lated, believe it to be the proclamation of the dele-
gates of Lord Bridport's fleet; and that they werf
weii founded in point of fact, in the assertion that
their grievances remained unreel ressed ; I am, there-
fore, not surprised that they should have remained
in a state of insubordination. The paper in ques-
tion was printed at Portsmouth, by the printer who
had been employed by the delegates, and the ma-*
nuscript was brought to him from on board the
fleet. If it was brought by the delegates them-
selves, they must have been grossly imposed upon;
for throughout the whole of the paper, it is evident,
that it does not express the sentiments of British
seamen. The language in which it is drawn up,
is more like the language of a circulating library,
than that of a forecastle. It is no more the..pro-
duction of a British seaman,'than a British seaman
is the enemy of his country. This paper purports
to be an appeal to " A Loyal and Discerning
Nation." It states the whole of the transactions
which have taken place, and asserts, that notwith-
standing His Majesty's most gracious pardon, it
was the intention of His Majesty's ministers to
select and execute the seamen who were the prin-
cipal ringleaders. It states, that schemes were
laid out to sacrifice some of the brightest gems
that ever adorned this- or any other country j and